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Dear Fellows Marists and Friends, 

 

It  has  been  awhile  since  you  have  received  the  last  Melanesia  News  &  Toksave.  You  might  

be wondering what is happening in the District of Melanesia. Yes the truth is that many important 

events has taken place. Some of them were very significant to us and very uplifting I will say.  

In this edition of Melanesia News & Toksave, I would like to share with you those events that had 

happened in the last few months in the District. Some of them happened at the region level which we 

were part of it as well. 

 

Last  December,  at  Montmartre  College  in  Port  Vila,  Vanuatu,  the 

Brothers had their annual retreat. It was a significant time for the 

Brothers as they came together to prayer, to share their stories and to  

enjoy  the  company  of  one  another.  Being  busy  in  ministry  all 

through the year, that moment of retreat at Montmartre gave the op-

portunity for each Brother to reflect back on his Religious Vocation life 

journey with his confreres in community and with the people he en-

countered each day. 

We were very thankful to have Br Neville Solomon who came from Brisbane 

to facilitate the retreat for us and help us to reflect on the retreat theme; “Our  

Vocation  as  Religious,  People  of  God  in  Prayer and  Fraternity”.  As reli-

gious the core of our consecration is Prayer Life and Community Life for Mis-

sion. 

 

 

With us Marist Brothers, there were three Sacred Heart Brothers who joined us for the retreat as well. Their presence and 

sharing allowed us to realised that regardless of our different congregation and charism, our called to Religious Life is the 

same and that  is  to  evangeliser the  people  of  God  in our care. And as religious  congregation, this  mission  of  evangeli-

sation  starts  

in commu-

nity among 

its mem-

bers. 

BROTHER’S RETREAT AT MONTMARTRE, PORT VILA, VANUATU 



The  Brothers  were  well  look  after  by  a  local  Congregation  of  

Sisters;  “Les  Petites  Filles  de  Marie”.   At  the  beginning  they  

gave  a very  warm  welcome  to  the  Brothers  and  had  been  

cooking  and being there until all the Brothers left Montmartre. 

We were fortunate to have Father Kenny Malatu, the chaplain of 

Foyer Julliard , to  celebrate  the  Eucharist  for  us  every  day.  

Father  Kenny  is  a Diocesan priest and an ex-student of the Mar-

ist Brothers at Lololima Vocational Centre. 

 

 

 

We ended the retreat with the renewal of vows of Brothers 

Jeremy Wabi, Dominic Nekebatu and Hudson Horoto. It was 

also a  occasion for us to share the joy and celebrate the 50 

years Golden Jubilee of Brother Jean Paul Delesalle as a Mar-

ist Brothers. A very good life witness and perseverance in 

religious life for us who are younger.  Thank  you  frère  Jean  

Paul  for  that  occasion  and  for  being among us your young 

Brothers.  

 

 

A family spirit lunch was shared by everyone who were there; the 

Priest, the Brothers, Sisters, Family members and friends.  

 

 

 



 

Just after the festivities of Christmas, 7 Brothers under 

50 from the District of Melanesia flew to Fiji to join the 

other Brothers under 50 from the Province of Australia 

and the District of  Pacific as they gathered in Lomeri. 

There were 2 Brothers under 50 from Australia Province 

and 4 under 50 from the District of Pacific plus 4 novic-

es and 2 aspirants from the Pacific. 

Other people present at the gathering were Br Tony Le-

on from the Secretariat of Brothers’ Today Commission 

in Rome and was the main facilitator of the gathering. 

Br Graham Neist representing Br Peter Carroll, Provin-

cial of Australia. Br David McDonald, District Leader of 

Pacific, Br Kevin Wanden, the Oceania Regional Coordi-

nator and Br Jean Marie  Batick, District Leader of Melanesia. 

Br Tony helped us to reflect on the five Calls of the 22nd General Chapter in the context of our realities in the region 

of Oceania and in each Administrative Unit. The reflection helped the Brothers to think behond their boundaries, 

their respective AU and see what can they do together as Mar-

ists and as a Region of Oceania. 

During those 5 days of gathering, the Brothers had the oppor-

tunity to do an outreach apostolic activity together by doing 

some classroom painting at St Marcellin’ Primary School at 

Vatuaqa. It was a great experience of being Brothers together 

on mission. Few  young people from our Marist Schools in 

Suva were invited to join the Brothers. 

An opportunity was given to Cheena Penjueli, a Champagnat 

Lay Marist from Fiji who presented and shared her work and 

her Marist experience to the Brothers at the gathering. Her 

presentation was interesting and well received by the Brothers. An opportunity was also given to the two second year 

novices, who are now professed Brothers, to  share their Marist life experience to the Brothers. 

To the end of the gathering, and in the light of the Calls of the XXII General Chapter, the Brothers put together in 

writing their intuition in who God is calling them to BE and what God is calling them to DO as Brothers of the Ocean-

ia region. 

 

UNDER 50 BROTHERS’ GATEHRING AT LOMERI, FIJI 



 

 

From March 29 to April 3 2019, we had 

the visit of Brother Ben Consigli and 

Brother Josep Maria Soteras, our  two  

link  councillors  from  the General Ad-

ministration in Rome.  

 

On  their  arrival,  they  were  given  a Pa-

pua  New  Guinean  welcomed through  

the  washing  of  their  feet. The  washing  

of  the  feet  symbolise the remove of any 

foreign spirit and to  allow  them  to  walk  

free  in  this land that they set foot for the first time.  

 

It was indeed a privilege for us to have them with us for 5 days at the District main Administration 

in Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea. As it was only a contact visit, the two Brothers did not visit 

other communities in the District, they met only with the District Leader Br Jean Marie and his 

council, Brs Henry, Finan, Sixtus and Brendan. Mr Benedict Tooming and Mrs Ruth Hihiru were 

there as well as memnbers of the District Extended Council.  

 

The two Brothers met with individual people on the leadership team and our three lay Marist 

staffs  working  in  

the  administration;  

Ms  Azariah Orovea,  

Mr  Francis  Marai 

and  Mr  Andrew  

Litanga. The main 

purpose of meeting  

individual  people  

was for the two 

Brothers to get a 

broad picture of the 

District and what 

each person is doing. 

 

 

BR BEN CONSIGLI & JOSEP MARIA SOTERAS CONTACT VISIT  

IN THE DISTRICT OF MELANESIA 



One  of  the  day  was  the  Extended  District  Council  meeting  

and  the  two  Brothers  were  part  of  the  meeting  as well.  On  

their  last  day  with  us,  Br  Jean  Marie  invited them to speak or 

share with everyone some of the main discussion  that  occurred  

at  the  Provincial  and  District Superiors meeting in Rome. Here 

were the areas that the two  Brothers  briefly  shared  with  us  

about:  General  Administration   Strategic  Plan,  Spiritual  Lead-

ership  and Child  Abuse  Cases.  The  sharing  was  very  informa-

tive and an eye opener for many of us. 

 

On their last day with us, a simple farewell was done to thank 

them for their visit in this very remote part of our Marist world, 

spread across the Pacific Ocean.  

 

Thank you Brs Ben and Josep Maria for spending the 5 days with 

us and for starting knowing the realities of our Marist Life and 

Mission in this part of our Marist world, the Marist District of 

Melanesia.  

 

 

 



 

On April 6 2019, in the Marist Insterna-

tional Novitiate Tudela, Sri Lanka, Br Cyril  

Benora  and  Carlvi  Rumina  did  their first  

profession  as  Marist  Brothers  with other 

nine Brothers; 2 from Sri Lanka, 3 from  

Vietnam,  3  from  East  Timor  and  1 from 

Bangladesh. 

 

Br  Cyril  Benora  is  from  Musu  Island  in 

the  East  Sepik  Province  of  Papua  New 

Guinea.  Br  Carlvin  Rumina  is  from  

Gogohe  on  Buka  Island  in  the  Autono-

mous Region of Bougainville.  

 

Both Cyril and Carlvin had been journeying together since their postulancy at Laumanasa formation  in  the  Solo-

mon  Islands,  then  in  Mabiri  on  Bougainville.  They  are  the  second  group from  the  District  of  Melanesia  

who  did their  novitiate  formation  at  the  

Marist International  Novitiate  in  Tudela,  

Sri Lanka. 

 

The two Brother are back in the District and 

are at the moment with their respective 

family at home for few weeks. In two weeks 

time they will join their communities  of  

appointment.   Br  Cyril  will  go  to Mabiri  

community  in  Bougainville  and Br  Carl-

vin  will  go  to  Vanga  Point  community in 

the Solomon Islands. 

 

The two Brothers will not be going to Mapac  

this  year.  Instead  they  will  stay  in com-

munities  in  the  District  for  a  year  for 

some community and apostolic work experi-

ences before they go to Mapac the following 

year.  

 

We welcome back our two newly professed 

Brothers in the District and wish them all the  

very  best  in  their   Marist  journey  in com-

munity and with young people. 

FIRST PROFESSION OF BR CYRIL BENORA & CALRVIN RUMINA 



 

 

 

PAITA - NEW CALEDONIA        SANTO - VANUATU 

Jean Paul DELESALLE (NC/F)        Henry UGUNI (SI) 

Georges BENIGAUD (NC/F)         Bonaventure TOLACK (VU) 

       Fereol MELTEROR (VU) 

LAUMANASA - SOLOMON ISLDANDS   Raphael FAKAIA (SI) 

Dominic TSIBUEN (AROB) 

Sixtus WINDUO (PNG)           MADANG - PAPUA NEW GUINEA 

Dominic NEKEBATU (SI)           Under renovation 

Epalle TAEGA (SI)            

 6 Postulants [AROB (1) & SI (5)] 

 

VANGA POINT - SOLOMON ISLANDS   MABIRI - BOUGAINVILLE 

Blaise JAI (PNG)             Finan VALEI (AROB) 

Hudson HOROTO (SI)           Mark KENATSI (AROB) 

Jeremy WABI (AROB)            John Paul MAURO (AROB) 

Carlvin RUMINA (AROB)           Cyril BENORA (PNG) 

 

PORT MORESBY - PAPUA NEW GUINEA   STUDY - SYDNEY , AUSTRALIA 

Brendan SINEI (AROB)              Rodney PAURU - ACU (AROB) 

Jean Marie BATICK (VU) 

Clement PEKUBEI (AROB)         FORMATORS - PHILIPPINES 

       Simon SERERO - MAPAC (PNG) 

       Mark PORO - DAVAO (SI) 

 

 

 

 

       

BROTHERS & COMMUNITIES IN THE DISTRICT OF MELANESIA 2019 

Country of Origin / Brs’ Nationality & # of Brothers per countries 

 

NC/F:   New Caledonia/ France > 2 brothers 

VU:   Vanuatu > 3 brothers 

SI:   Solomon Islands > 6 brothers 

PNG:   Papua New Guinea > 4 brothers 

AROB: Autonomous Region Of Bougainville > 9 brothers 

 

TOTAL OF: 24 Brothers in the District of Melanesia 



DISTRICT DATES & UPCOMING EVENTS 

District Dates  and meetings 
 District Council Meeting - May 23-24, in Port Moresby, PNG 
 Mapac Executive Meeting - May 31 - June 1, in Mapac, Philippines 
 Extended COLs Meeting - June 4 - 5, in Sydney, Australia 
 Jean Marie’s visit to Paita, New Caledonia with Br Libardo and Mr Bernard Ken-

na - from June 6 
 
Prayers & Thoughts 
 Br John Paul Mauro—his health 
 Our young men in Formation 
 Brothers discerning their vocation as Brothers and going through difficult mo-

ment in their religious life 
 Our Lay Marists in the District  
 Sick members of Brothers’ families and friends 
 Our Institute 
 Decease Brothers, parents, relatives, pupils, benefactors and friends 
 Young people and children at our care, schools 
 Victims of Sri Lanka bombing & the affected families 
 
Birthdays - May 
 Br Jean Marie Batick - 4 May 
 Mr Andrew Litanga - 4 May 
 Br Mark Poro - 20 May 
 

Vision 
Yumi wakabaut wantaim olsem wanpela family igo long niupela 

time. 

Mission 
Long dispela niupela taim, wok blong yumi emi blong mekim ol 

yanpela i save long Jesus na laikim em. 


